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1. Introduction 
This is HRAPF’s 37th monthly report on violence and other forms of human rights violations on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 
identity/expression (SOGIE) since the enactment of the AHA, marking three years and one month. It discusses cases in which 
individuals were targeted for violence and violations purely on the basis of their presumed SOGIE as reported to HRAPF in the month 
of June 2026. This report builds on the reports produced earlier for every month since the AHA came into force, and therefore adds on 
to the data available about the enforcement of the AHA 2023 from 30th May 2023 to date.  

2. Methodology 
This report provides an overview of cases of violence and human rights violations on the basis of SOGIE that were reported to the 
HRAPF legal aid network in June 2026. Quantitative data for this report was obtained from a review of case files for data on the number 
of cases handled and the number of cases in which acts of violence or other human rights violations were identified. The data was then 
subjected to a qualitative analysis to ascertain the circumstances under which the incidents occurred, in order to ensure that only cases 
in which such acts were perpetrated purely or primarily on the basis of real or presumed SOGIE are included in the report. All data 
reported has been independently verified to ensure its accuracy. 

The data presented in this report covers only cases reported through the HRAPF legal aid network. The report therefore presents a fair 
picture of the situation for LGBTIQ+ persons across the country as reported to HRAPF’s countrywide network of community 
paralegals, regional legal aid centres, specialised community legal aid desks and the main legal aid clinic, although it may not be 
representative of all LGBTIQ+ persons’ lived realities during the month, as not all cases were reported to HRAPF. 

3. Nature and number of cases reported 
HRAPF handled a total of 60 cases in June 2026, an increase in number from the 47 cases handled in May 2026. Out of these, 15 cases 
involved actions that directly targeted people for negative treatment on the basis of their SOGIE, representing 25% of all the cases 
handled during the month, as compared to 13 cases in May 2026 (which represented 27% of all cases handled in May). The incidents 
in the cases reported in June 2026 affected a total of 26 individuals, a significant increase from 14 individuals affected by acts of 
homophobia in May 2026. Out of the 15 cases in which individuals were targeted for detrimental treatment on the basis of their real or 
presumed SOGIE in June 2026, 7 involved actual violence and threats of violence, 6 cases involved arrests, 1 involved eviction for 
sexuality related reasons and 1 involved other violations. 

3.1. Cases of violence and threats of violence 
7 cases involving violence and threats of violence were reported to the HRAPF legal aid network in June 2026, affecting 14 individuals, 
a slight reduction from 6 cases affecting 6 individuals in May 2026. 
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a) Cases of actual violence  

There were 4 cases of actual violence registered in June 2026, with one case reported from each of the districts of Jinja, Isingiro,  and 
Wakiso. These incidents affected a total of 11 individuals. One case involved 8 victims. 

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
violence 

Perpetrator Brief Facts No. of 
victims 

1. HRAPF/PA/1025/26 05/06/26 Kabarole Physical 
assault 

General 
community  

The client, a transgender woman, 
was assaulted by a security guard at 
a bar. The guard questioned her 
gender, and when she ignored him, 
he and some other people tried to 
undress her, which she resisted. A 
scuffle ensued during which she 
was beaten and her clothes 
damaged.  

1 

2. HRAPF/PA/1026/26 11/06/26 Wakiso Physical 
assault 

Unknown 
persons 

The client was escorting a friend 
back home after a brief visit when 
they were attacked by a gang of men 
shouting that they were 
homosexuals. They tried to run 
away but the client fell down and 
the men started beating him up until 
they saw a passer-by coming and 
ran away. The client sustained 
injuries. 

1 
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3 HRAPF/PA/1027/26 06/06/26 Isingiro Physical 
Assault  

General 
community 

The clients went out to a bar within 
Nakivale Refugee settlement. While 
they were returning home at night, 
they were attacked by a group of 
assailants armed with machetes and 
sticks. They were all beaten and one 
of them sustained life-threatening 
injuries. The attackers accused the 
clients of engaging in 
homosexuality, stating that such 
behaviour was not welcome in the 
area. 

8 

4. HRAPF/PA/1028/26 26/06/26 Jinja Physical 
assault 

Unknown 
persons 

The client, a transgender woman, 
was attacked by 3 individuals on her 
way home from work. She had seen 
2 of the attackers earlier by the 
roadside but had not paid them 
much attention. The attackers kept 
asking her why she behaved ‘like a 
woman’ despite being a man, and 
warning her to leave the village, or 
they would harm her more. The 
client was rescued by one of her 
neighbours but, fearing for her 
safety, she temporarily left her home 
and is currently staying at a friend's 
home. 

1 

 

b)  Cases of threatened violence 
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There were 3 cases registered in June 2026 that involved threats of violence, and they were reported from Arua, Kampala, and Mbale 
districts affecting 3 individuals. 

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
violence 

Perpetrator Brief Facts No. of 
victims 

1. HRAPF/PA/1029
/26 

16/06/26 Kampala Threatening 
violence  

Family/ 
unknown 
persons 

The client's father stopped paying for his 
education when he found out that he is gay, 
and forced him through a series of therapies 
and rituals intended to ‘correct’ his sexuality, 
all of which forced the client to leave the 
family home. However, over the past few 
weeks, he has repeatedly received messages 
from numbers he believes to belong to 
members of his family, telling him that they 
know where he is and threatening to have 
him beaten up if he persists in his ‘gay 
lifestyle.’  

1 

2.  HRAPF/PA/1030
/26 

17/06/2026 Arua Threats of 
arrest 

Public 
servant 

The client intervened in an arrest of two 
lesbian women as a community paralegal in 
February 2026. Since then, however, she has 
been receiving phone calls from the Deputy 
Resident City Commissioner, who keeps 
threatening to have her arrested if she does 
not tell him the name of the organisation that 
pays her to promote homosexuality in Arua. 

1 
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3. HRAPF/PA/1031
/26 

25/06/26 Mbale Threatening 
violence 

Family The client was at home when his cousin came 
over and told him that he had found out that 
the client is gay. They had an argument 
during which the client’s cousin repeatedly 
threatened to harm him. The situation 
escalated when the cousin picked up a panga 
and threatened to kill him if he ever returned 
home. The client, due to fear for his safety, 
sought temporary shelter at a community 
shelter. 

1 

  

3.2. Arrests 
There were 6 cases in which individuals were arrested on the basis of their real or presumed sexuality, affecting 10 individuals. In one 
case in Kampala, the clients were held in police custody for over a week and only released after a court order for unconditional release 
was served on the police station. Four arrests were reported from Kampala while one case each was reported from Wakiso and Kasese 
districts.  

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Charges 
preferred 

Brief Facts No. of 
Victims 

1. HRAPF/PA/1032/26 01/06/26 Kampala Attempt to 
commit 
unnatural 
offences  

The client was arrested on 31st May 2026 and 
detained at a police station in Kampala on 
allegations of ‘attempting to commit unnatural 
offences’ after being reported by a person he had 
briefly talked to with a romantic intention. He was 
released on a caution the next day after HRAPF’s 
intervention 

1 

2.  HRAPF/PA/1033/26 01/06/26 Wakiso Homosexuality The client was arrested and detained at a police 
station in Entebbe on allegations of homosexuality 
after his neighbours suspected him of being a 
homosexual and made a complaint at the local 

1 
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police post. He was released on police bond on the 
same day following HRAPF’s intervention.  

3.  HRAPF/PA/1034/26 07/06/26 Kampala Homosexuality The clients were walking home from a bar at 
around 2am on 7th June 2026 when they were 
arrested and detained at a nearby Police post. They 
were beaten by police officers to force them to 
unlock their phones, which the police officers went 
through and found compromising chats and 
internet videos depicting same-sex sexual activity. 
They were charged with homosexuality, and the 
police officers reportedly demanded for bribes, 
which they were unable to pay. They were 
transferred to another police station on 10th June 
2026, and were not released until 15th June 2026 
after an order for unconditional release was served 
on the Officer in Charge of the Station. 

 
3 

4.  HRAPF/PA/1035/26 19/06/26 Kampala Attempted 
homosexuality 

The client connected with someone on a dating app 
and they agreed to meet up on 18/06/26. However, 
upon arriving at the meeting point, the client 
realised that it was a set up, and the person they 
were meeting was a security operative who was 
using the app to trap and arrest suspected gay 
people. The client was detained at a police station 
on charges of attempted homosexuality. He was 
released the next day on a caution, following a 
police intervention. 

1 

5.  HRAPF/PA/1036/26 13/06/26 Kampala Homosexuality On 13/6/2026, the clients were picked from their 
home and detained at a police post on allegations 
of being homosexuals. They were later released on 
police bond.  

3 
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6.  HRAPF/PA/1037/26 19/06/26 Kasese Homosexuality The client was arrested on 19/6/2026 on allegations 
of recruiting boys into homosexuality and human 
trafficking. The client has a prayer centre at his 
home and regularly hosts a lot of people at his 
house for prayers. He was kept in police custody 
for 4 days and was not released until he reportedly 
paid a bribe to the police officers.  

1 

 

3.3. Evictions 
There was one case in which an individual was evicted from their residence on the basis of their real or presumed sexuality, affecting 
1 individual. The number of evictions reduced in June as compared to 3 cases of eviction that were reported in May 2026. 

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
Complaint 

Perpetrators Brief Facts No. of 
Victims 

1.  HRAPF/PA/1038/26 10/06/26 Kampala Eviction Family The client invited some friends over to his 
house, and after they had some alcohol, one 
of them made sexual advances at the 
landlord, who lives within the same 
complex. This annoyed the landlord, who 
asked the client to immediately vacate the 
house since he is clearly a homosexual just 
like his friends. 

1 

 

3.4.  Other violations 
There was one case in which an individual was targeted for extortion at a police station in Wakiso, affecting one person.  

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
Complaint 

Perpetrators Brief Facts No. of 
Victims 
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1.  HRAPF/PA/1039/26 12/06/26 Kampala Extortion Police  The client was arrested on allegations of 
homosexuality sometime in May 2026. While 
in custody at a police post in Wakiso, he was 
intimidated, and made to pay a bribe for his 
release. His friends raised part of the money 
demanded and the client was released. 
However, the officers handling his case 
threatened to re-arrest him unless he paid 
the “balance” on the bribe they had 
demanded.  

1 

 

4. Comparison with May 2026 
There was a rise in the number of cases involving LGBTIQ+ persons reported across HRAPF’s legal aid network, with 60 cases handled 
in June as compared to the 47 cases which were handled in May 2026. The number of cases in which individuals were targeted for 
violence and other violations on the basis of their SOGIE also increased from 13 cases affecting 14 people in May to 15 cases affecting 
26 individuals in June 2026. There were 6 cases of arbitrary arrests of persons on sexuality-related charges in June, as compared to 4 
cases of arrests in May 2026.  Cases of violence and threats of violence were 7, affecting 13 persons, as compared to 4 cases affecting 5 
people in May. Eviction cases reduced significantly from 3 cases affecting 3 people in May 2026 to 1 case affecting 1 person in June 
2026.   

5. Comparison with June 2025 
 
HRAPF handled a total of 57 cases in the month of June 2025, of which 19 cases involved actions that directly targeted people for 
negative treatment on the basis of their SOGIE, representing 38% of all the cases handled and affecting a total of 60 persons. Out of the 
19 cases in which LGBTIQ+ people were specifically targeted for violent or otherwise detrimental treatment during the month of June 
2025, 7 were eviction cases, 6 cases involved arrests for sexuality related reasons, 5 cases involved violence and threats of violence 
against victims due to their actual or presumed SOGIE while 1 case involved confiscation of the client’s property due to their SOGIE. 
One of the cases was a mass arrest in which 38 individuals were arrested from a queer friendly bar during a raid, but not charged with 
any specific offence.  
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In contrast with June 2022 (before the AHA 2023), HRAPF handled a total of 36 cases, of which 15 cases involved actions that targeted 
individuals on the basis of their real or presumed SOGIE (41.6%). Therefore, while the total number of cases involving LGBTQ+ persons 
has undeniably increased in the period after the AHA as compared to the same period before the AHA, the number of cases in which 
individuals were specifically targeted for detrimental treatment on the basis of their real or presumed SOGIE has remained or less 
constant between June 2022 and June 2026.  
 

6. The implementation of the AHA 2023 from 30th May 2023 to 30th June 2026 
As the implementation of the AHA marks 3 years and one month, a total of 2,462 cases involving LGBTIQ+ persons have been handled 
across the HRAPF legal aid network, of which 1,039 cases (42.2%) involved actions that specifically targeted LGBTIQ+ people because 
of their sexuality, gender identity and sex development affecting a total of 1,398 individuals. The breakdown of all the cases involving 
SOGIE- motivated violence and violations so far is as follows: 

Nature of 

violation 

June to 

Dec 2023 

Jan to 

June 2024 

July to 

Dec 2024 

Jan to 
June 2025 

July to Dec 
2025 

Jan 
2026 

Feb 
2026 

Mar 
2026 

April 
2026 

May 
2026 

June 
2026 

Total No. 

of cases 

Evictions 164 132 38 38 23 2 2 5 4 3 1 412 

Violence 137 121 59 36 35 4 3 5 5 5 6 416 

Arrests 38 34 31 25 23 4 6 4 0 4 7 176 

Other forms of 

discrimination 

6 0 0 4 12 3 3 1 4 1 1 35 

Total 345 287 128 103 93 13 14 15 13 13 15 1039 

 

The victims in these cases are: 
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Nature of 

violation 

June - 

Dec 
2023 

Jan - 
June 

2024 

July - 

Dec 2024 

Jan - June 

2025 

July to Dec 

2025 

Jan 
2026 

Feb 
2026 

Mar 
2026 

April 
2026 

May 
2026 

June 
2026 

Total No 

of victims 

Evictions 204 162 44 41 28 2 2 5 4 3 1 496 

Violence 171 142 70 47 44 4  3 5 12 5 14 517 

Arrests 59 63 47 73 57 11 19 4 0 5 10 348 

Other forms 
of 
discrimination 

6 0 0 6 12 3    3 1   4 1 1    37 

Total 440 367 161 167 141 20 27 15 20 14 26 1,398 

 

7. Conclusion  
By 30th June 2026, the number of reported cases of evictions on the basis of real or presumed SOGIE were at their lowest since the 
coming into force of the AHA. Violence and threats of violence had reduced after April 2024, but have not reduced significantly since 
2025. The majority of the cases of violence reported are perpetrated by local community members where the victims usually stay. In 
many of these cases, police reports are mostly in vain since the assailants are often unknown to the victims, and in some cases, clients 
fear reporting such cases as sometimes the victims of violence are instead arrested once the perpetrators notify the police that the 
victims are suspected LGBTIQ+ persons. 

 

APPENDIX: Cases of arrests still pending before police stations and courts across the country at the end of June 2026 
Currently, HRAPF is providing legal representation to a total of 3 individuals in 3 cases that are still pending before various 
courts across the country. All the 3 individuals are still on remand awaiting trial. There are no pending cases at police 
stations.  
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List of cases currently pending before courts 

No. HRAPF 

Case code 

Offence in 
charge sheet 

Brief facts Status Number of 
victims 

1.  HRAPF/PA
/957/2025 

Homosexuality/ 
Aggravated 
trafficking in 
persons 

The victim in this case was arrested on 9th 
January 2026 on allegations of 
homosexuality after someone he met 
through TikTok reported him to the police. 
He was held in custody until 21st January, 
when he was released on police bond way 
beyond the mandatory 48 hours. On 12th 
February, he was arraigned in court and 
remanded until 13th March 2026. 

 On 20th May 2026, the bail application 
was not granted, since one of the 
sureties was found not substantial. 
There were no witnesses for the 
prosecution, 5 months after the client 
was arraigned in court. The hearing of 
the bail application was set for July 22nd 
since the trial magistrate was 
indisposed on 10th June 2026. 

1 

2.  HRAPF/PA 

/857/2025 

Aggravated 
homosexuality 

The client’s ex, a co-worker, reported to the 
police that the client had ‘sodomised’ him. 
The client was detained by the police for 9 
days before he was arraigned in court on 
charges of aggravated homosexuality after 
it emerged that he was ‘in a position of 
authority over the victim’ at work. 

The client is still in detention awaiting 
committal to the High Court for trial. 

He has now been in prison for more 
than nine months. An application for 
mandatory bail was filed and is yet to be 
fixed for hearing. 

1 

3.  HRAPF/PA 

/13/2023 

 Homosexuality 

 

Aggravated 
Human 
trafficking 

The accused was arrested on 28th July 2023 
after the mother of an adult man reported 
him to the police, accusing him of 
‘sodomising’ her son. The police charged 
him with rape and aggravated human 
trafficking basing on the allegations that he 
had infected the other man with HIV. 

Case pending hearing in the High 
Court. The accused is still in prison on 
pre-trial detention and he has been in 
detention for 2 years and 9 months.   

The police file in this case was referred 
to the Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP) in Kampala for advice, and the 

1 
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hearing was adjourned to the next 
available session. 

 

***The case HRAPF/PA/973/26 which was reported in earlier reports, where the clients were arrested on 18/02/2026 while at their home in and detained on allegations of 
homosexuality, and later  released on 25th February after nearly a week in detention, and then re-arrested the next day and arraigned in court on 27th February 2026 on 
charges of homosexuality and indecent practices was dismissed after the DPP entered a nolle prosequi on 15th July 2026. 
 


