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1. Introduction 
This is HRAPF’s 38th monthly report on violence and other forms of human rights violations on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 
identity/expression (SOGIE) since the enactment of the Anti-Homosexuality Act (AHA), marking three years and two months. It 
discusses cases in which individuals were targeted for violence and violations purely on the basis of their presumed SOGIE as reported 
to HRAPF in the month of July 2026. This report builds on the reports produced earlier for every month since the AHA came into force, 
and therefore adds on to the data available about the enforcement of the AHA 2023 from 30th May 2023 to date.  

2. Methodology 
This report provides an overview of cases of violence and human rights violations on the basis of SOGIE that were reported to the 
HRAPF legal aid network in July 2026. Quantitative data for this report was obtained from a review of case files for data on the number 
of cases handled and the number of cases in which acts of violence or other human rights violations were identified. The data was then 
subjected to a qualitative analysis to ascertain the circumstances under which the incidents occurred, in order to ensure that only cases 
in which such acts were perpetrated purely or primarily on the basis of real or presumed SOGIE are included in the report. All data 
reported has been independently verified to ensure its accuracy. 

The data presented in this report covers only cases reported through the HRAPF legal aid network. The report therefore presents a fair 
picture of the situation for LGBTIQ+ persons across the country as reported to HRAPF’s countrywide network of community 
paralegals, regional legal aid centres, specialised community legal aid desks and the main legal aid clinic, although it may not be 
representative of all LGBTIQ+ persons’ lived realities during the month, as not all cases were reported to HRAPF. 

3. Nature and number of cases reported 
HRAPF handled a total of 32 cases involving LGBTIQ+ persons in July 2026, a significant reduction from the 60 cases handled in June 
2026. Out of these, 8 cases involved actions that directly targeted people for negative treatment on the basis of their SOGIE, representing 
25% of all the cases handled during the month, as compared to 15 cases in June 2026 (which also represented 25% of all cases handled 
in June). The incidents in the cases reported in July 2026 affected a total of 10 individuals, also a significant reduction from 26 
individuals affected by acts of homophobia in June 2026. Out of the 8 cases in which individuals were targeted for detrimental 
treatment on the basis of their real or presumed SOGIE in July 2026, 2 cases involved arrests, 1 involved eviction for sexuality related 
reasons, 1 case involved threats of violence and 4 cases involved discrimination and other violations. 
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3.1. Arrests 
There were 2 cases in which individuals were arrested on the basis of their real or presumed sexuality, affecting 4 individuals. One of 
the cases occurred in Lira, where the victims were detained in a hotel conference room by police officers and local council leadership, 
while the other occurred in Kampala. These arrests affected a total of 4 individuals. 

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Charges 
preferred 

Brief Facts No. of 
victims 

1. HRAPF/PA/1040/26 03/07/26 Lira No charges 
preferred 

The clients organised a training workshop on human 
rights advocacy through art for young female artists in 
Lira. The workshop was disrupted by the LC 1 
chairperson, who came to the venue with 3 police 
officers. They asked the participants to leave, and 
locked the clients (the workshop organisers) inside the 
hotel conference room, interrogating them and 
accusing them of promoting homosexuality through 
art, alleging that they were recruiting the young 
women into homosexuality. They were not allowed to 
leave until hours later with no formal charges. 

3 

2. HRAPF/PA/1041/26 15/07/26 Kampala impersonation The client is a transgender person who was working as 
a house help. They had misunderstandings with her 
employer, who had her arrested on 15th July 2026. 
While at police, she was subjected to a body search 
during which it was discovered that she was 
biologically male, and a charge of impersonation was 
preferred against her. She was detained at the police 
station until 20th July, when she was arraigned in court. 

1 

  

3.2. Evictions 
There was one case in which one individual was evicted from their residence on the basis of their real or presumed sexuality, and the 
case was reported in Kampala district. 
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SN. HRAPF Case 
Code 

Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
Complaint 

Perpetrators Brief Facts No. of 
Victims 

1.  HRAPF/PA/1044
/26 

24/07/26 Kampala Eviction Family The client was evicted from home by his 
brother when he found out the he was gay 
after one of the client's friends outed him. He 
was temporarily housed by a friend but the 
friend also made it clear that it was only for 
a few days. 

1 

 

3.3. Actual or threatened violence 
a) Cases of threatened violence 

There was 1 case registered in July 2026 that involved threats of violence, and it was reported from Mbale, affecting one individual. 

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
threat 

Perpetrator Brief Facts No. of 
Victims 

1. HRAPF/PA/1042/26 25/07/26 Mbale Physical 
violence; 
arrest 

General 
community 

The client in this case met someone through 
social media and the two became good friends. 
However, the friend was constantly opposed to 
the client dating, and when the client entered into 
a serious relationship, his friend demanded that 
he end it, which he refused to do. The friend then 
informed his family that he had gotten a medical 
condition from having sex with the client. The 
family has since started to threaten the client with 
physical violence and arrest unless he pays a 
large sum of money, allegedly for his friend’s 
treatment.    

1 

 



 5 

 

3.4.  Other violations 
There were 4 cases where individuals were subjected to other forms of violations in July 2026. In two cases, the victims were 
blackmailed with threats of exposure of their sexual orientation unless they gave the perpetrators money. In one case, the victim was 
shunned and openly discriminated by his family members after they learnt of his sexual orientation, and in one case the discrimination 
was by a friend. The cases were reported from Kamwenge, Mbarara, Kampala and Wakiso districts, and affected a total of 3 individuals. 

SN. HRAPF Case 
Code 

Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
Complaint 

Perpetrators Brief Facts No. of 
Victims 

1.  HRAPF/PA/1
043/26 

27/07/26 Kamwenge Discrimination Friend The client sought temporary 
accommodation with a friend in Kamwenge 
after losing his job in Mbarara. However, 
after the friend became aware of the client's 
sexual orientation and HIV status, he 
harassed him, spread rumours within the 
community, and eventually evicted him 
from the home, leaving the client homeless 
and fearing for his safety. 

1 

2.  HRAPF/PA/1
045/26 

28/07/26 Mbarara Blackmail and 
extortion 

Acquaintance  The client hosted an acquaintance at his 
home overnight, but during the night, the 
guest started demanding that the client pay 
him or else he would inform the police and 
the neighbours that the client is gay. At this 
point, he had obtained a voice recording of 
the client speaking to his male partner, and 
threatened to share it on social media. 

1 

3.  HRAPF/PA/1
046/26 

14/07/26 Kampala Extortion Intimate 
partner 

The client is a bisexual man who had a brief 
affair with the perpetrator in this case. When 

1 
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he tried to end the affair, the perpetrator 
started demanding for money from him, 
which the client was unable to pay. The 
perpetrator threatened to out the client to his 
wife, family and general community unless 
the client gives him money. 

4.  HRAPF/PA/1
047/26 

10/07/26 Wakiso Discrimination Family, friend The client had a long-time friend who has 
known about his sexuality for a long time. 
However, they recently had a 
misunderstanding, following which the 
friend outed the client to his elder sister. He 
has now being shunned by his family 
members, and is not allowed to visit the 
family home or interact with his siblings. 

1 

 

4. Comparison with June 2026 
There was a reduction in the number of cases involving LGBTIQ+ persons reported across HRAPF’s legal aid network, with 32 cases 
handled in July as compared to the 60 cases handled in June 2026. The number of cases in which individuals were targeted for violence 
and other violations on the basis of their SOGIE also reduced from 15 cases affecting 26 people in June to 08 cases affecting 10 
individuals in July 2026. There were 2 cases of arbitrary arrests of persons on sexuality-related charges in July, as compared to 6 cases 
of arrests in June 2026.  Cases of violence and threats of violence were 7, affecting 13 persons in June, as compared to 1 case affecting 1 
person in July 2026. Eviction cases remained stable at 1 case affecting 1 person in July 2026.   

5. Comparison with July 2025 
 
HRAPF handled a total of 41 cases in the month of July 2025, of which 12 cases involved actions that directly targeted people for 
negative treatment on the basis of their SOGIE, representing 29.3% of all the cases handled and affecting a total of 14 persons. Out of 
the 12 cases in which LGBTIQ+ people were specifically targeted for violent or otherwise detrimental treatment during the month of 
July 2025, 4 were eviction cases, 1 case involved arrest for sexuality related reasons, 5 cases involved violence and threats of violence 
against victims due to their actual or presumed SOGIE while 2 cases involved other forms of discrimination. 
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6. The implementation of the AHA 2023 from 30th May 2023 to 31st July 2026 
As the implementation of the AHA marks 3 years and two months, a total of 2,494 cases involving LGBTIQ+ persons have been handled 
across the HRAPF legal aid network, of which 1,047 cases (41.9%) involved actions that specifically targeted LGBTIQ+ people because 
of their sexuality, gender identity and sex characteristics, affecting a total of 1,408 individuals. The breakdown of all the cases involving 
SOGIE- motivated violence and violations so far is as follows: 

Nature of 

violation 

June to 

Dec 2023 

Jan to 

June 2024 

July to 

Dec 2024 

Jan to 
June 
2025 

July to 
Dec 
2025 

Jan 
2026 

Feb 
2026 

Mar 
2026 

April 
2026 

May 
2026 

June 
2026 

July 
2026 

Total No. 

of cases 

Evictions 164 132 38 38 23 2 2 5 4 3 1 1 413 

Violence 137 121 59 36 35 4 3 5 5 5 6 1 417 

Arrests 38 34 31 25 23 4 6 4 0 4 7 2 178 

Other forms of 

discrimination 

6 0 0 4 12 3 3 1 4 1 1 4 39 

Total 345 287 128 103 93 13 14 15 13 13 15 8 1047 

 

The victims in these cases are: 

Nature of 

violation 

June - 

Dec 
2023 

Jan - 
June 

2024 

July - 

Dec 2024 

Jan - June 

2025 

July to 
Dec 

2025 

Jan 
2026 

Feb 
2026 

Mar 
2026 

April 
2026 

May 
2026 

June 
2026 

July 
2026 

Total No 

of victims 

Evictions 204 162 44 41 28 2 2 5 4 3 1 1 497 
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Violence 171 142 70 47 44 4  3 5 12 5 14 1 518 

Arrests 59 63 47 73 57 11 19 4 0 5 10 4 352 

Other forms 
of 
discrimination 

6 0 0 6 12 3    3 1   4 1 1 4    41 

Total 440 367 161 167 141 20 27 15 20 14 26 10 1,408 

 

7. Conclusion  
There was a clear reduction in the number of cases reported to HRAPF by LGBTIQ+ generally in the month of July, with a 
corresponding reduction in the number of cases in which individuals were specifically targeted for detrimental treatment on the basis 
of their real or presumed SOGIE, as compared to June 2026. A worrying trend, however, is the increasing number of cases of extortion 
and blackmail against LGBTQ+ persons by members of their families, friends, law enforcers and the general community, forcing many 
LGBTIQ+ persons to live largely in hiding for their own safety since they cannot obtain redress for this without being accused of 
violating the AHA. 
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As at the end of June 2026, HRAPF was actively providing representation to 3 individuals in 3 cases pending before various 
courts, but one more such case was registered in July 2026. Thus, HRAPF is currently providing legal representation to a total 
of 4 individuals in 4 cases that are still pending before various courts across the country. 3 of the individuals are still in prison 
on remand awaiting trial while one individual was released on bail on 22nd July 2026. There are no pending cases at police 
level.  

List of cases currently pending before courts 

No. HRAPF 

Case code 

Offence in 
charge sheet 

Brief facts Status Number of 
victims 

1.  HRAPF/PA
/957/2025 

Homosexuality/ 
Aggravated 
trafficking in 
persons 

The victim in this case was arrested on 9th 
January 2026 on allegations of 
homosexuality after someone he met 
through TikTok reported him to the police. 
He was held in custody until 21st January, 
when he was released on police bond way 
beyond the mandatory 48 hours.  

The accused was granted bail 22nd July 
2026 and is now awaiting the hearing of 
the case set for 26th August 2026 

1 

2.  HRAPF/PA 

/857/2025 

Aggravated 
homosexuality 

The client’s ex, a co-worker, reported to the 
police that the client had ‘sodomised’ him. 
The client was detained by the police for 9 
days before he was arraigned in court on 
charges of aggravated homosexuality after 
it emerged that he was ‘in a position of 
authority over the victim’ at work. 

The client is still in detention awaiting 
committal to the High Court for trial. 

He has now been in prison for more 
than nine months. An application for 
mandatory bail was filed and is yet to be 
fixed for hearing. 

1 
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3.  HRAPF/PA 

/13/2023 

 Homosexuality 

 

Aggravated 
Human 
trafficking 

The accused was arrested on 28th July 2023 
after the mother of an adult man reported 
him to the police, accusing him of 
‘sodomising’ her son. The police charged 
him with rape and aggravated human 
trafficking basing on the allegations that he 
had infected the other man with HIV. 

Case pending hearing in the High 
Court. The accused is still in prison on 
pre-trial detention and he has been in 
detention for 2 years and 9 months.   

The hearing was adjourned to the next 
available session. 

1 

4.  HRAPF/PA
/1041/26 

Impersonation The client is a transgender person who was 
working as a house help. They had 
misunderstandings with her employer, 
who had her arrested on 15th July 2026. 
While at police, she was subjected to a body 
search during which it was discovered that 
she was biologically male, and a charge of 
impersonation was preferred against her. 
She was detained at the police station until 
20th July, when she was arraigned in court. 

The client is still on remand and has 
appeared before court on 2 occasions, 
but the Prosecution did not produce 
any witnesses on both appearances. 
The matter was adjourned for hearing 
in August. 

1 

 

 


