
 1 

 

 

REPORT ON VIOLENCE AND VIOLATIONS BASED ON REAL OR PRESUMED SEXUAL ORIENTATION OR GENDER 
IDENTITY DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST 2026 

19th September 2026 

Contents 
1. Introduction ............................................................................................................................................................................................... 2 

2. Methodology .............................................................................................................................................................................................. 2 

3. Nature and number of cases reported ..................................................................................................................................................... 2 

3.1. Arrests ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 3 

3.2. Actual or threatened violence .......................................................................................................................................................... 4 

3.3. Evictions ............................................................................................................................................................................................. 5 

4. Comparison with July 2026 ...................................................................................................................................................................... 6 

5. Comparison with August 2025 ................................................................................................................................................................. 6 

6. The implementation of the AHA 2023 from 30th May 2023 to 31st August 2026 .............................................................................. 6 

7. Conclusion.................................................................................................................................................................................................. 7 

APPENDIX: Cases of arrests still pending before police stations and courts across the country at the end of August 2026 ................. 8 

 

 



 2 

1. Introduction 
This is HRAPF’s 39th monthly report on violence and other forms of human rights violations on the basis of sexual orientation and gender 
identity/expression (SOGIE) since the enactment of the Anti-Homosexuality Act (AHA), marking three years and three months. It 
discusses cases in which individuals were targeted for violence and violations purely on the basis of their presumed SOGIE as reported 
to HRAPF in the month of August 2026. This report builds on the reports produced earlier for every month since the AHA came into 
force, and therefore adds on to the data available about the enforcement of the AHA 2023 from 30th May 2023 to date.  

2. Methodology 
This report provides an overview of cases of violence and human rights violations on the basis of SOGIE that were reported to the 
HRAPF legal aid network in August 2026. Quantitative data for this report was obtained from a review of case files for data on the 
number of cases handled and the number of cases in which acts of violence or other human rights violations were identified. The data 
was then subjected to a qualitative analysis to ascertain the circumstances under which the incidents occurred, in order to ensure that 
only cases in which such acts were perpetrated purely or primarily on the basis of real or presumed SOGIE are included in the report. 
All data reported has been independently verified to ensure its accuracy.   

The data presented in this report covers only cases reported through the HRAPF legal aid network. The report therefore presents a fair 
picture of the situation for LGBTIQ+ persons across the country as reported to HRAPF’s countrywide network of community 
paralegals, regional legal aid centres, specialised community legal aid desks and the main legal aid clinic, although it may not be 
representative of all LGBTIQ+ persons’ lived realities during the month, as not all cases were reported to HRAPF. 

3. Nature and number of cases reported 
HRAPF handled a total of 44 cases involving LGBTIQ+ persons in August 2026, an increase in number from the 32 cases handled in 
July 2026. Out of these, 9 cases involved actions that directly targeted people for negative treatment on the basis of their SOGIE, 
representing 20.4% of all the cases handled during the month, as compared to 8 cases (25% of all cases handled) in July 2026. The 
incidents in the cases reported in August 2026 affected a total of 44 individuals, a significant increase in number from the 10 individuals 
affected by acts of homophobia in July 2026. This significant rise in the number of victims in August was brought on by a mass arrest 
in Masaka where 36 individuals were arrested at once and detained. Out of the 9 cases in which individuals were targeted for 
detrimental treatment on the basis of their real or presumed SOGIE in August 2026, 4 cases involved arrests, 1 involved eviction for 
sexuality related reasons, and 4 cases involved violence and threats of violence. 
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3.1. Arrests 
There were 4 cases in which individuals were arrested on the basis of their real or presumed sexuality, affecting 39 individuals. The 
incidents occurred in Buikwe, Masaka, Kiruhura and Wakiso districts. In the case in Masaka, 36 individuals were arrested and detained 
overnight at a police station on allegations that they were gathered for the purpose of recruiting others into homosexuality.  

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Charges 
preferred 

Brief Facts No. of 
victims 

1. HRAPF/PA/1048/26 3/08/26 Buikwe Aggravated 
trafficking 

Client was arrested and detained at a police station on 
allegations of trafficking 3 adult male persons for sexual 
purposes. The three persons were in the client’s care as part 
of an education project at their church. He was detained for 
4 days and later arraigned in court on charges of aggravated 
trafficking. The person was remanded. 

1 

2. HRAPF/PA/1049/26 15/08/26 Masaka Being a public 
nuisance 

The clients had gathered for a friend's birthday party in 
Masaka when the police raided the venue at night and 
arrested the attendees on allegations that they had been 
informed that it was a gay party and they were recruiting 
persons into homosexuality. They were detained overnight 
on charges of being a nuisance, despite the fact that there had 
in fact been no disturbance, and all of them were arrested 
from within the party venue. They were all cautioned and 
released. 

36 

3. HRAPF/PA/1050/26 4/08/26 Kiruhura Attempted 
homosexuality 

The client was at the local market having a conversation with 
a female friend from the same village. When the friend’s 
mother saw them together, she became angry, accused her of 
trying to recruit her friend into homosexuality, and called the 
police to arrest her. She was arrested and charged with 
attempted homosexuality. She was released on police bond. 

1 

4. HRAPF/PA/1051/26 7/08/26 Wakiso Homosexuality The client met a person through a dating app and they agreed 
to meet at the person’s home. When the client arrived at the 

1 



 4 

place he had been directed to, he instead found police officers 
who arrested him and detained him on charges of 
homosexuality. He was released on police bond. 

  

3.2. Actual or threatened violence 
Four cases of actual violence were reported in August, with one case reported from the districts of Isingiro, Kiruhura, Mbale and 
Kampala, affecting 4 individuals. 

SN. HRAPF Case Code Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
violence 

Perpetrator Brief Facts No. of 
Victims 

1. HRAPF/PA/1052/10/26 25/08/26 Isingiro Assault General  
community 

The client was walking in the evening near 
their home in a refugee settlement when a 
group of people began shouting 
homophobic slurs at him, accusing him of 
being a homosexual. The situation quickly 
escalated into a physical altercation, during 
which the client was injured. 

1 

2. HRAPF/PA/1053/10/26 26/08/26 Kiruhura Assault Family 
members 

The client was in the trading centre talking 
to a friend when his brothers ambushed 
him and started assaulting him, accusing 
him of engaging in homosexuality. 

1 

3. HRAPF/PA/1054/10/26 02/08/26 Kampala Assault General 
community  

The client was holding an outreach where 
he was distributing HIV self-testing kits. 
Some locals attacked and started assaulting 
him, claiming that they knew him to be an 
LGBTQ activist, and that he was probably 
promoting homosexuality in the area. 

1 

4. HRAPF/PA/1055/10/26 25/08/26 Mbale Cyber 
harassment 

General 
community  

The client reported experiencing repeated 
harassment from the family of her partner. 
Towards the end of July 2026, the client’s 

1 
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partner informed her that her sister, with 
whom she was residing at the time, had 
gone through her phone and found their 
correspondence. She demanded that the 
partner break up with the client and, when 
she realised the two had not broken up, 
started sending abusive text messages and 
calling the client, threatening to out her to 
her employers. The client has since started 
receiving similar calls and messages from 
other members of her partner’s family. 

 

3.3. Evictions 
There was one case in which an individual was evicted from their residence on the basis of their perceived sexual orientation, affecting 
1 individual. This case was reported from Wakiso district. 

SN. HRAPF Case 
Code 

Date of 
Reporting 

District Nature of 
Complaint 

Perpetrators Brief Facts No. of 
Victims 

1.  HRAPF/PA/1056
/26 

12/08/26 Wakiso Eviction Landlord The client has been renting a house in Lweza 
since March 2026. In August, his landlord 
complained to him that he and the 
neighbours had noticed that most of the 
client’s visitors/ friends looked like they 
were gay, and that they would be a negative 
influence on the children. Eventually, the 
landlord brought a police officer and the 
Local council 1 chairperson to the client’s 
premises and informed him that he was to 
leave the place with immediate effect.  

1 
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4. Comparison with July 2026 
There was an increase in the number of cases involving LGBTIQ+ persons reported across HRAPF’s legal aid network, with 44 cases 
handled in August as compared to the 32 cases were handled in July 2026. The number of cases in which individuals were targeted for 
violence and other violations on the basis of their SOGIE also increased from 08 cases affecting 10 people in July to 09 cases affecting 
44 individuals in August 2026. One case in August was a mass arrest involving 36 persons. There were 4 cases of arrests of persons on 
sexuality-related charges in August, as compared to 2 cases of arrests in July 2026.  Cases of violence and threats of violence were 4, 
affecting 4 persons in August, as compared to 1 case affecting 1 person in July 2026. Eviction cases remained the same at 1 case affecting 
1 person in August 2026.   

5. Comparison with August 2025 
HRAPF handled a total of 66 cases in August 2025, of which 18 cases involved actions that directly targeted people for negative 
treatment on the basis of their SOGIE, representing 27.3% of all the cases handled, and affecting a total of 26 persons. Out of the 18 
cases in which LGBTIQ+ people were specifically targeted for violent or otherwise detrimental treatment during the month of August 
2025, 3 were eviction cases, 6 cases involved arrest for sexuality related reasons, 8 cases involved violence and threats of violence 
against victims due to their actual or presumed SOGIE while 1 case involved other forms of discrimination. 9 individuals were arrested 
on homosexuality-related charges in August 2025, as compared to 39 individuals arrested in August 2026.  
 

6. The implementation of the AHA 2023 from 30th May 2023 to 31st August 2026 
As the implementation of the AHA marks 3 years and three months, a total of 2,538 cases involving LGBTIQ+ persons have been 
handled across the HRAPF legal aid network, of which 1,056 cases (41.6%) involved actions that specifically targeted LGBTIQ+ people 
because of their sexuality, gender identity and sex characteristics, affecting a total of 1,448 individuals. The breakdown of all the cases 
involving SOGIE- motivated violence and violations so far is as follows: 

Nature of 

violation 

June to 

Dec 2023 

Jan to 

June 2024 

July to 

Dec 2024 

Jan to June 
2025 

July to Dec 
2025 

Jan to 
June 2026 

July 
2026 

August 
2026 

Total No. 

of cases 

Evictions 164 132 38 38 23 17 1 1 414 

Violence 137 121 59 36 35 29 1 4 422 
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Arrests 38 34 31 25 23 24 2 4 181 

Other forms of 

discrimination 

6 0 0 4 12 13 4 0 39 

Total 345 287 128 103 93 83 08 09 1056 

The victims in these cases are: 

Nature of 

violation 

June - 

Dec 2023 

Jan - June 

2024 

July - 

Dec 2024 

Jan - June 

2025 

July to Dec 

2025 

Jan to June 
2026 

July 2026 August 
2026 

Total No 

of victims 

Evictions 204 162 44 41 28 17 1 01 498 

Violence 171 142 70 47 44 43 1 04 522 

Arrests 59 63 47 73 57 49 4 39 391 

Other forms of 
discrimination 

6 0 0 6 12 13 4 0    41 

Total 440 367 161 167 141 122 10 44 1,452 

7. Conclusion   
There was an increase in the number of cases reported to HRAPF generally in the month of August, with a corresponding increase in 
the number of cases in which individuals were specifically targeted for detrimental treatment on the basis of their real or presumed 
SOGIE, as compared to July 2026. It is worth noting that, while the number of violations on the basis of real or presumed SOGIE have 
declined generally, arbitrary arrests of individuals merely on the basis of their presumed SOGIE, expressed as a percentage of all 
reported incidents, have increased steadily since the promulgation of the AHA. In the period between May 31st and December 31st 
2023, arbitrary arrests accounted for 11% of all recorded incidents. This figure increased to 11.8% between January and June 2024; 
24.2% between July and December 2024; 24.3% between January and June 2025; and 24.7% between July and December 2025. In the 
period between January and June 2026, this figure has risen further to 28.9%. 27% of all victims of violence and other violations in the 
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course of the enforcement of the AHA as at the end of August 2026 have been victims of arbitrary arrests, an indication that the state 
enforcement of the AHA 2023 remains a very significant concern for the community of LGBTQ persons in Uganda. The mass arrest in 
Masaka is a reminder of the trend of mass arrests that was common before.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX: Cases of arrests still pending before police stations and courts across the country at the end of August 2026 
 

As at the end of August 2026, HRAPF was actively providing representation to 5 individuals in 5 cases pending before 
various courts. One of these cases was reported in August 2026. 4 of the individuals are still in prison on remand awaiting 
trial while one individual was released on bail in July. There are no pending cases at police level.  

List of cases currently pending before courts 
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No. HRAPF 

Case code 

Offence in 
charge sheet 

Brief facts Status Number of 
victims 

1.  HRAPF/PA
/957/2026 

Homosexuality/ 
Aggravated 
trafficking in 
persons 

The client was arrested on 9th January 2026 
on allegations of homosexuality after 
someone he met through TikTok reported 
him to the police. He was held in custody 
until 21st January, when he was released on 
police bond way beyond the mandatory 48 
hours. He was later rearrested and 
arraigned. 

The accused was granted bail on 22nd 
July 2026 and is now awaiting the 
hearing of the case set for 1st October 
2026. 

1 

2.  HRAPF/PA 

/857/2025 

Aggravated 
homosexuality 

The client’s ex, a co-worker, reported to the 
police that the client had ‘sodomised’ him. 
The client was detained by the police for 9 
days before he was arraigned in court on 
charges of aggravated homosexuality after 
it emerged that he was ‘in a position of 
authority over the victim’ at work. 

The client is still in detention awaiting 
committal to the High Court for trial. 

He has now been in prison for more 
than nine months. An application for 
mandatory bail was filed and is yet to be 
fixed for hearing. 

1 

3.  HRAPF/PA 

/13/2023 

 Homosexuality 

 

Aggravated 
Human 
trafficking 

The accused was arrested on 28th July 2023 
after the mother of an adult man reported 
him to the police, accusing him of 
‘sodomising’ her son. The police charged 
him with rape and aggravated human 
trafficking basing on the allegations that he 
had infected the other man with HIV. 

Case pending hearing in the High 
Court. The accused is still in prison on 
pre-trial detention and he has been in 
detention for 2 years and 9 months.   

The hearing was adjourned to the next 
available session. 

1 
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4.  HRAPF/PA
/1041/26 

Impersonation and 
theft 

The client is a transgender person who was 
working as a house help. They had 
misunderstandings with her employer, 
who had her arrested on 15th July 2026. 
While at police, she was subjected to a body 
search during which it was discovered that 
she was biologically male, and a charge of 
impersonation was preferred against her. 
She was detained at the police station until 
20th July, when she was arraigned in court. 

The client is still on remand and has 
appeared before court on 3 occasions, 
but the Prosecution did not produce 
any witnesses on all three appearances. 
The matter came up for hearing on 
September 15th, and the charge of theft 
(the initial reason for the arrest) was 
dismissed by Court. Client remains on 
remand on charges of personation.  

1 

5.  HRAPF/PA
/1048/26 

Aggravated 
trafficking in persons 

Client was arrested on 2nd August 2026 and 
detained at a police station on allegations of 
trafficking 3 adult male persons for sexual 
purposes. The three persons were in the 
client’s care as part of an education project 
at their church. He was detained for 4 days 
and later arraigned in court on charges of 
aggravated trafficking. 

The client is still on remand and the 
case is set for mention on 16th 
September 2026 

1 

 


